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Project 440 One of Seventeen Organizations to 
Receive League of American Orchestras  

American Orchestras’ Futures Fund Grant  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: New York, NY (April 19, 2018)  – Highlighting the groundswell of innovation 
occurring at smaller-budget orchestras and youth centered music education organizations across the 
country, Project 440 is one of just seventeen organizations that have received $30,000 American 
Orchestras’ Futures Fund grants from the League of American Orchestras, made possible with the 
generous support of the Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation.  
 
“These orchestras are in the forefront of experimentation and visionary problem-solving, and the League 
is proud to support this work for the benefit of the orchestra field,” commented League President and 
CEO Jesse Rosen. “I’m grateful to the Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation for enabling orchestras to 
incubate innovative practice, and look forward to the knowledge and research developed around these 
exciting initiatives.”  
 
“We’re energized and encouraged by the momentum of our continued partnership with the League 
through the American Orchestras’ Futures Fund,” added Lisa Delan, Director of the Ann & Gordon Getty 
Foundation. "The initiatives by smaller-budget and youth orchestras in this round of grants represent the 
range of innovation, impact, and collaboration we envisioned when we approached the League. And I am 
personally gratified to witness the commitment by these grantees to reach diverse populations within their 
communities." 
 
“Project 440 is excited to be recognized for our work by an organization as esteemed as the League and 
it is an honor to be identified alongside so many laudable organizations,” said Joseph Conyers, Project 
440’s Executive Director. “As an organization that works to develop tomorrow's civic-minded, 
entrepreneurial leaders, we are proud to be a part of the national conversation around inclusive music 
education for young people.” 
 
Under the leadership of executive director Joseph Conyers (assistant principal bass of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra), Project 440 engages, educates, and inspires young musicians in urban Philadelphia high schools, 
providing them with the career and life skills they need to develop into tomorrow’s civic-minded and 
entrepreneurial leaders through free programming. The Futures Fund grant will support expansion of creative and 
immersive youth development curricula that use music as a tool to teach social entrepreneurship, leadership, and 
service, equipping students for college and careers both on and off the stage. Participants learn to use music as a 
vehicle to envision success and conceptualize how those goals align with social awareness and community 
impact.  Project 440’s partners have included the School District of Philadelphia, Carnegie Hall’s NYO/ NYO2 
programs, the New York State Summer School for the Arts, the Atlanta Symphony Talent Development Program, 
and the Philadelphia International Music Festival.   

 

mailto:sapgar@projcet440.org


 
 
 

Project 440, Inc. 
www.project440.org 

Media Contact: Samantha Apgar, Managing Director 
sapgar@projcet440.org 

844-776-5440 
 
About the League’s American Orchestras’ Future Fund Program: 
The Futures Fund grantees from across the country are seizing opportunities in the current environment. These 
include giving life to contemporary repertoire by American composers; developing imaginative concert 
experiences and cross-cultural artistic programming; increasing diversity and access to music education; 
connecting with new immigrants and underserved populations; extending reach via digital streaming initiatives; 
investing in valuable audience development research; and working with multiple populations in rural and urban 
regions. Descriptions of the initiatives supported through the American Orchestras’ Futures Fund can be found 
here. 
 
 
About Project 440 
Project 440 engages, educates and inspires young musicians, providing them with the career and life skills they need to develop 
into tomorrow's civic-minded, entrepreneurial leaders. Project 440 refers to the 440Hz "tuning A" of an orchestra - thus, just as the 
oboe leads an orchestra with the 440Hz pitch, Project 440 students are learning to be 21st Century leaders. Programmatically, 
P440 has developed a comprehensive curriculum which uses music as a tool to cultivate tomorrow's civic-minded, entrepreneurial 
leaders. Organizationally, Project 440 has grown from an all-volunteer organization with a small board to a professional 
organization with paid staff, a dynamic and hands-on board, and a growing national reputation for providing innovative 
programming to budding musicians. Visit Project440.org. 

About The League of American Orchestras 
The League of American Orchestras leads, supports, and champions America’s orchestras and the vitality of the music they 
perform. Its diverse membership of more than 2,000 organizations and individuals across North America runs the gamut from 
world-renowned symphonies to community groups, from summer festivals to student and youth ensembles, from conservatories 
to libraries, from businesses serving orchestras to individuals who love symphonic music. The only national organization 
dedicated solely to the orchestral experience, the League is a nexus of knowledge and innovation, advocacy, and leadership 
advancement. Founded in 1942 and chartered by Congress in 1962, the League links a national network of thousands of 
instrumentalists, conductors, managers and administrators, board members, volunteers, and business partners. Visit 
americanorchestras.org. 
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